
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;

Luke 1:68-75 (Reader)



72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.











Father, you tell us in your Word that whatever does not 
proceed from faith is sin.  We confess that we have 
frequently relaxed our faith.  We have allowed ourselves to 
become cynical, and our cynicism has boiled over with 
slander, prayerlessness, and pessimism.



How easily we’ve allowed ourselves to crumple under the 
stresses of our lives.  Forgive us for our smallness of faith.  
By your Spirit teach us what it means to watch and to wait 
and to stay awake.   In your mercy, hear us, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.

based on Worship Sourcebook 2.2.57, p. 105





















Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.   Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.



35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 
morning—36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.       
37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

Mark 13:32-37 ESV



24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the 
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken.



26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the 
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

Mark 13:24-27 ESV



28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates



30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away.

Mark 13:28-31 ESV



32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.



35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 
morning—36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.       
37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

Mark 13:32-37 ESV






