
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;

Luke 1:68-75 (Reader)



72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.









Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved but also 
our reluctance to love. We confess our readiness to accept 
your forgiving love but also our refusal to forgive. We 
confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
but also our resistance to follow you without question.



In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we 
should. Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to 
receive you with joy and gratitude and obedience. By your 
Spirit, powerfully at work in us, may you use our lives to 
make straight paths for your work in the world around us to 
the glory of your name.  Amen.

based on Worship Sourcebook D.2.5, p. 448























Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.   Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”



4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all 
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's 
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 
and wild honey.



7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Mark 1:1-8 ESV



1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Mark 1:1 ESV



2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”



4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all 
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's 
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 
and wild honey.



7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Mark 1:2-8 ESV



1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,

that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand

double for all her sins.



3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Isaiah 40:1-3 ESV












