
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;

Luke 1:68-75 (Reader)



72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.











O God, in your goodness you “defend the weak” and 
“uphold the cause of the poor.” In our unholy carelessness, 
we let the poor struggle on their own, not seeing them, not 
caring about them, seldom asking about them. O God, friend 
of the helpless and lowly, you sent your Son to “proclaim 
good news to the poor.”



But we care much more about those who already have 
enough and ignore those who lack even the simplest 
essentials of life. Holy judge of all, convict and correct us, we 
pray.  Amen.

(based on Worship Sourcebook 2.2.55, p. 104)



























Luke 1:39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into 
the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and 
she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!



43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your 
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”



Luke 1:46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;



49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

50 And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.



Luke 1:51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;



53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

54 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”


