


Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs 

of joy! For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great 

king over all the earth. He subdued peoples under us, and 

nations under our feet. He chose our heritage for us, the 

pride of Jacob whom he loves. God has gone up with a 

shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.



Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, 

sing praises! For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises 

with a psalm! God reigns over the nations; God sits on his 

holy throne. The princes of the peoples gather as the people 

of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong 

to God; he is highly exalted!









Our great God and Father, we praise you for your generous 

gifts but acknowledge that you are the best gift of all.  Your 

love is better than life, and in your presence there is fullness 

of joy.  Surely our cup of blessings is full and our cup of 

thanksgiving should overflow.  But Lord, we confess that this 

is often not true.



How quick we are to forget your mercies, neglect your 

graces, and disobey your commands. How easily and 

naturally we take your good gifts of material comforts, loved 

ones, jobs, accomplishments, and personal plans and turn 

them into heartbreaking and soul-destroying idols.  We pray 

“your kingdom come and your will be done,” but then 

ruthlessly pursue our own agendas.



Instead of sacrificing ourselves for the good of others, we 

manipulate, control, and punish even those we love most. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, for the sake of your Son, who died 

to forgive our sins and to free us from living for ourselves, so 

we could find our greatest happiness in your glory and 

others’ good.  Amen.

























In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.

Luke 2:1 ESV



This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

Luke 2:2-3 ESV



And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 

of the house and lineage of David, 

Luke 2:4 ESV



to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

Luke 2:5 ESV



And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

Luke 2:6 ESV



And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn.

Luke 2:7 ESV
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead.



He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.


